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Synopsis: 

A revolution is stirring in America. Across the nation cities and metropolitan areas, and the networks of 
pragmatic leaders who govern them, are taking on the big issues that Washington won‟t, or can‟t, solve.  
They are reshaping our economy and fixing our broken political system.  

The Metropolitan Revolution is a national movement, and the book describes how it is taking root in New 
York City, where efforts are under way to diversify the city‟s vast economy; in Portland, Oregon, which is 
selling the  “sustainability” solutions it has perfected to other cities around the world; in Northeast Ohio, 
where groups are using industrial-age skills to invent new twenty-first-century materials, tools, and 
processes; in Houston, where a modern settlement house helps immigrants climb the employment ladder; 
in Miami, where innovators are forging strong ties with Brazil and other nations; in Denver and Los 
Angeles, where leaders are breaking political barriers and building world-class metropolises; and in 
Boston and Detroit, where innovation districts are hatching ideas to power these economies for the next 
century.   

Bruce Katz and Jennifer Bradley highlight these success stories and the people behind them in order to 
share lessons and catalyze action. This revolution is happening, and every community in the country can 
benefit. 

 

The Tour: 

The Metropolitan Revolution is going on the road. Bruce Katz and Jennifer Bradley will appear with 
metropolitan leaders across the country to discuss the book and local innovations underway in each 
place. The tour will include stops in Berkeley, Chicago, Denver, Detroit, Las Vegas, New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Washington, DC and more. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-pcPyds8EY
http://www.brookings.edu/about/press


 
Praise for The Metropolitan Revolution: 

“The Metropolitan Revolution upends conventional wisdom and makes the case for how our cities and 
metros are leading American change and progress: they are transforming our national economy, political 
conversation, and collective destiny from the bottom up like never before. A must-read for anyone 
working toward a brighter future for our cities and our nation.”  
—Mayor Cory Booker  

“The Metropolitan Revolution builds on twenty years of studying metropolitan areas and hundreds of 
thousands of miles traveling to them around the globe, and the result is an exciting guide to the new world 
economy - urban, networked, innovative, collaborative, and driven by human potential.” 
—Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Henry G. Cisneros 

“Being mayor of Chicago is the best job I‟ve ever had in public life. Katz and Bradley totally get it: the real 
power to change America lies in our cities and metros.”  
—Mayor Rahm Emanuel 

“With paralysis in Washington, public policy solutions will come from successful metropolitan regions, the 
clinical trials of our future. We are well into this journey, but never has it been explained with such insight 
and analysis until The Metropolitan Revolution.”  
—Governor Jon Huntsman  

“Just when „by the people, for the people‟ seems like an anachronism, cities are giving it new meaning, 
fueled by twenty-first century technology. Every citizen needs to understand the metropolitan revolution. If 
we change cities, we change the country.”  
—Jennifer Pahlka, Founder and Executive Director, Code for America 

“This book captures the energy and excitement bubbling up in cities across America. This is „do it 
yourself‟ urbanism of the highest order, and it is altering our landscape and our country.”  
—Janette Sadik-Khan, Commissioner, New York City Department of Transportation 

“Through real-world examples, The Metropolitan Revolution brings to life how America's cities and 
suburbs drive innovation to solve problems and seize opportunities.  This book is a call to action beyond 
Washington, where metro leaders join together and simply get stuff done.”  
—Mayor Scott Smith   

“The Metropolitan Revolution is compelling reading on how our federal system is a powerful advantage in 
global competitiveness. This book is indispensable for business and elected leaders on realizing the 
economic potential of metropolitan areas for their citizens and the country.” 
—Treasury Secretary, Robert E. Rubin 

 


